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Finding of Leptoglossus occidentalis Heidemann, 1910
(Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Coreidae) in The Netherlands

Introduction

This pest report concerns the presence of Leptoglossus occidentalis (conifer seed bug) in The
Netherlands. The bug is probably introduced in The Netherlands through natural distribution
via Germany and/ or Belgium. Several pictures of this bug were sent to the NPPO by citizens
from the south-west part of the country. Specimen were found in houses and private gardens
and identified as Leptoglossus occidentalis.

Pest status: Present
Host Plants: Pinus spp., Calocedrus decurens, Pseudotsuga menziesii, Tsuga canadensis.

Geographical distribution: USA, Mexico, Canada; ltaly, Switzerland, Croatia, Spain, Austria,
Germany, Hungary, France, Serbia, Slovakia, Belgium, United Kingdom, Poland, Czech Republic

Means of movement and dispersal: Natural distribution and human activities. Adults may
overwinter in wood or christmas trees

Biology and impact

Leptoglossus occidentalis feeds on the seeds in cones from Pinus and during winter on
needles. The bug may cause a severe problem in Pinus seed production facilities. In
public green areas or private gardens, the impact on Pinus is low. The bug may enter
houses and buildings to overwinter, and may thus cause inconvenience to humans,
like cockroaches.

Phytosanitary measures
No measures will be taken, since natural distribution is most likely to cause new
introductions.
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