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First finding of Umbonia crassicornis (Amyot & Serville, 1843)  
(Hemiptera: Homoptera: Membracidae) in The Netherlands 
 
 
Introduction 
This Pest record concerns the first official finding of Umbonia crassicornis (Thorn bug ) on 
Dracaena marginata in The Netherlands. The bug is found in an indoor production facility 
(greenhouse), and is probably introduced with plants for planting imported from Florida or 
Costa Rica. Since the pest will not be able to establish in The Netherlands outdoor, and since 
the impact of this pest is considered to be low, no measures will be taken. 
 
Pest status: Present, isolated finding on Dracaena marginata  in greenhouse 
 
Host Plants:  Acacia, Cassia, Calliandra, Albizzia; Jacaranda, TaJacaranda,  Hibiscus. 
 
Geographical distribution: South-America and Southern part of United States of America 
 
Means of movement and dispersal:  Plants for planting in international trade 
 
Biology and impact 
U. crassicornis may develop 4 generations per year, with 15-50 eggs per female. The adult bug 
has a thorny structure (see pictures).  

                     
 
U. crassicornis  may cause leave damage and defoliation on trees. In case of a high populations, 
larvae and adults form groups on twigs, branches and stems.  Economic damage is not 
reported. The bug may be able to establish in greenhouses in The Netherlands and in Southern 
Europe, but can be easily controlled and will not cause severe damage. The impact is 
considered to be low. 
 
Phytosanitary measures 
No measures will be taken, but growers will be informed about this new pest. 
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