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1.1 Finding of Scirtothrips aurantii and Scirtothrips dorsalis on ornamental
plants in a greenhouse at a retail nursery in the Netherlands (Municipality
Altena)

1.2 Executive summary

This report concerns the official confirmation of a finding of Scirtothirps dorsalis in the
Netherlands on October 24, 2024 and Scirtothirps dorsalis and Scirtothirps aurantii on
November 7, 8 and 21, 2024. Adults and second stage larvaeof Scirtothrips dorsalis and
adults of Scirtothrips aurantii were found on ornamental plants for planting of Jasminum
mulitpartum, Loropetalum, Melaleuca citrina (syn. Callistemon citrinus), Ilex crenata and
on Podocarpus in two compartments of a greenhouse of a retail nursery. S. aurantii was
also found on not specified weeds, in the same greenhouse. Scirtothrips dorsalis was
detected as part of a post-import monitoring inspection on Jasminum mulitpartum plants
on October 22, 2024 at the company. Additional inspection and sampling of other plants
on November 4, 2024 provided more finds of S. dorsalis and finds of S. aurantii. The
origin of the finding is not known, because there are imported plants of China and from
another Member State, which is informed. Trace forward information showed that here
have been no deliveries within the Netherlands or other Member States. All plants were
delivered to a Third Country.

The organisms are currently listed in Annex IIA of EU Implementing Regulation

2019/2072.

Identity of the pest (scientific name) Scirtothrips aurantii and Scirtothrips dorsalis
Categorization of the pest Annex IIA of (EU)2019/2072, EPPO A1l List (Scirtothrips
aurantia) and EPPO A2 List (Scirtothrips dorsalis)

Location: Province of North Brabant, municipality Altena.
Reason of the notification: First report

How the pest was found (e.g. ( (3) phytosanitary inspections of any type (post-import
monitoring inspection)
Information on the infested area, severity and source of the outbreak - In a greenhouse,
several ornamental plants for planting have been found infested by adults and larvae of
Scirtothrips dorsalis and/or Scirtothrips aurantii adults. Also on In total 0.9 ha has been
declared infested. The source of the outbreak will remain unclear, because there are
imported plants of China and from another Member State
Official phytosanitary measures - On October 30, 2024 all plants in the two
compartments of the greenhouse have been put on hold. Some ornamental plants have
been declared infested, other probably infested.
Phytosanitary measures that will be taken in the short term will be:

« Hygiene measures to prevent spread of both Scirtothrips species via clothing and

movement of equipment or other materials

+ 7 days plant protection product schedule on infested plants before disposal

« Disposal of all weeds and infested plants to the waste incinerator

« Cleaning up the compartment after removal of the infested plants
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+ The compartments will be closed
+ All other remaining plants remain blocked
Following measures at the longer term that will be taken

to 20 degree Celsius)

NOTE: during winter, the heating system has not the capacity to heat the greenhouse up

e 35 days plant protections product schedule at a minimum of 20 degrees Celsius
¢ 14 days monitoring with yellow sticky traps at a minimum of 20 degrees Celsius

1.3 Type of notification

(2) full notification (second notification within 30 days)

2.1 Single Authority

Notification from the National Plant Protection Organization of
the Netherlands - Netherlands Food and Consumer Product
Safety Authority

3. Location of presence
of harmful organism

Province of North Brabant, municipality Altena.

4. Reason of the
notification and pest
status

(1) First presence of Scirtothrips aurantii and Scirtothrips
dorsalis

4.3 Previous Pest status

Scirtothrips dorsalis (9) Absent: Pest eradicated
Scirtothrips aurantii (13) Absent: intercepted only

4.4 Current Pest status

(5) Present: under eradication

5. Information relating
to the finding.

5.1 How the harmful organism was found.

(3) phytosanitary inspections of any type: Post import
monitoring inspection on October 22, 2024 and an additional
inspection and sampling on November 4, 2024.

5.2 Date of finding.
[is in de regel 5.6]

24 October 2024

5.3 Sampling for
laboratory analysis

At the company by beating plants 18 females, 4 males and 5
second stage larvae of S. dorsalis, 6 females and 1 male of
S. aurantii were collected. The specimens were preserved in
ethanol 70% for laboratory analysis.

5.4 Laboratory

NIVIP

5.5 Diagnostic method.

The adults were mounted in microscopic slides according to a
Diagnostic Protocol for Thrips palmi (IPPC, 2016). The larvae
were enclosed in microscopic slides according to Vierbergen
& al. (2010). Specimens were identified with Mound & Palmer
(1982), Hoddle & Mound (2003), Mound & Stiller (2011) and
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Mound & Tree (2019). Finally the specimens were compared
with reference material from the NVWA collection.

—
t

Female S.aurantii Larva II S.dorsalis

6,
Male S.dorsalis

© Pictures Bert Vierbergen — NIVIP Entomology
Molecular testing of Larvae

PCR amplification of the mitochondrial CO1 barcode on
isolated larvae DNA and subsequently sequencing of the
obtained amplicon. The sequence is compared to available
COI sequences on NCBI, BOLD, Q-Bank and our internal
NVWA database (which contains previously sequenced
specimens) by assessing sequence identities and species-
specific clustering in distance-based trees. The presumed
species is then shared with the Entomology specialist, who
combines this information with morphology, origin and host
plant to reach their final species identification.

5.6 Date of official

confirmation of the
harmful organism’s
identity

24 October 2024 (S. dorsalis) and 7,8 and 21 November
2024 (S. dorsalis and S. aurantii)

6. Information related
to the area, severity of

6.1. In total 1391 plants were affected in the two
compartments. In total 0.9 ha at the greenhouse.
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the finding and source
of the finding

6.2. Characteristics of the
infested area and its
vicinity.

(3) Physically closed conditions
(3.1) greenhouse, ornamental plants for planting

6.3. Host plants in the
infested area and its
vicinity.

Many ornamental plants for planting

6.4. Infested plant(s),
plant product(s) and other
object(s).

Ornamental plants for planting:

700 of Jasminum mulitpartum,

40 of Loropetalum,

350 of Melaleuca citrina (syn. Callistemon citrinus)
4 of Ilex crenata

297 of Podocarpus

Weeds in the compartments

6.5. Vectors present in the
area.

Not relevant

6.6. Severity of the
outbreak.

Minor infestation of the ornamental plants, with only some
symptoms on Jasminum mulitpartum

6.7. Source of the
outbreak.

The source of the outbreak will remain unclear, because
there were imported plants from China [imported January
2024] and from another Member State [received in April/Mei
2024]

7. Official phytosanitary measures

7.1. Adoption of official
phytosanitary measures.

(1) Official phytosanitary measures in the form of chemical,
biological or physical treatment will be taken

Phytosanitary measures that will be taken in the short term
will be:

« Hygiene measures to prevent spread of both
Scirtothrips species via clothing and movement of
equipment or other materials

« 7 days plant protection product schedule on infested
plants before disposal

+ Disposal of all weeds and infested plants to the waste
incinerator
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« Cleaning up the compartment after removal of the
infested plants
+ The compartments will be closed
« All other remaining plants remain blocked
Following measures at the longer term that will be taken
(NOTE: during winter, the heating system has not the

capacity to heat the greenhouse up to 20 degree Celsius)

e 35 days plant protections product schedule at a minimum
of 20 degrees Celsius

e 14 days monitoring with yellow sticky traps at a minimum
of 20 degrees Celsius

7.2. Date of adoption of
the official phytosanitary
measures. In case of
temporary measures,
indication of their expected
duration.

30 October 2024, all plants in the two compartments have
been put on hold

7.3. Identification of the
area covered by official
phytosanitary measures —
indicate the method used
to identify the area
covered by official
phytosanitary measures.
Provide the results of the
surveys that have been
carried out.

0.9 ha

7.4. Objective of the
official phytosanitary
measures.

(1) eradication

7.5. Measures affecting the
movement of goods.
Indication of one of the
following options

(2) measures do not affect import into or movement within
the Union of goods.

7.6. Specific surveys.

The entire greenhouse has been subjected to specific
surveillance on 4 November 2024

8.Pest risk
analysis/assessment

(1) Pest risk analysis is not required (harmful organism is
listed in Annex II of Regulation 2019/2072, or is subject to
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measures adopted pursuant to Article 30 of Regulation
2016/2031).

9.Links to relevant https://english.nvwa.nl/topics/pest-reporting/contents/pest-
websites, other sources | reports
of information.
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